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HUD's Office of Native American Programs (ONAP) administers housing and community 

development programs that benefit American Indian and Alaska Native Tribal governments, Tribal 

members, the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands, Native Hawaiians, and other Native American 

organizations. 
 

The Eastern Woodlands Office (EWONAP) serves 66 Tribes 

within 16 states and 6 HUD regions. EWONAP administers over 

$90 million in IHBG funds, over $60 million in Section 184 Native 

American Home Mortgages, and approximately $5 million in 

ICDBG funds in its region annually.   
 

For more information about ONAP funding and programs, visit the 

CodeTalk website. 
 

Join the EWONAP Bulletin Listserv to receive the HUD Eastern Woodlands ONAP Information 

Bulletins with news and events related to Indian Country, HUD ONAP, Eastern Woodlands Regional 

Tribes, Funding Opportunities, and Training Opportunities. Click here to join. Please share with others 

who may be interested in the EWONAP Bulletin.  
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I n  T h i s  I s s u e  

G r e e t i n g s  f ro m  t h e  A d m i n i s t r at o r  

·         Greetings from the Administrator  ·         Training Opportunities and Resources 

·         Indian Country News  ·         Funding Opportunities and Resources 

·         National ONAP News   ·         Useful Links 

·         EWONAP Region News  ·         Contact Us 

 

Greetings from the Administrator   

Mark Butterfield 
   Its baseball season, so Iõd thought Iõd highlight the few enrolled 

tribal members playing in Major League Baseball this year are:  

Jacoby Ellsbury, and Kyle Lohse and Joba Chamberlin. Let me 

know if you know of others.  In addition, donõt forget the famous 

Native American Olympians that you know of because the Olym-

pics will begin in July.  Most of you know that Jim Thorpe, Sac 

and Fox, is still considered one of the most well rounded athletes 

in Olympic history, winning the Gold medal in both the five 

event Pentathlon and ten event Decathlon Medal in the 

http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/ih
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/ih/codetalk/onap/ewonap
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/ih
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/subscribe/signup&listname=EWONAP%20Bulletin&list=EWONAP-BULLETIN-L
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/subscribe/signup&listname=EWONAP%20Bulletin&list=EWONAP-BULLETIN-L
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Continued  

1912 Stockholm Games.  He actually took first in four of the five Pentathlon events.  Of 

course, donõt forget Billy Mills, Sioux, amazing win in the 10,000 meters race in the 

1964 Tokyo Olympic Games.  The reason I mention these men is that they are great ath-

letes and role models for Tribal youth, many of who live in the housing you provide 

though your efforts.   

       One way to increase Tribal membersõ success in life is to have great facilities and 

stable homes.  HUD has now received the applications for the 2016 ICDBG NOFA.  

After the deadline, EWONAP has received  23 applications.  Our Grants Management staff will be very busy in the coming 

weeks reading, rating, and ranking these applications.  The attached picture is of the Shinnecock Head Start Building on their 

reservation on Long Island, which was built with ICDBG funds.  A side view of the Headstart building is below to the left.  

       In addition, a large number of Audits are due at the end of June so our GE staff will be preparing to review them and assist 

you in clearing HUD related findings to the extent that is possible.  In the end it is the auditor themselves who close findings but 

Grants Evaluation staff can acknowledge which ones are cleared for our purposes.    

       The HUD Tribal Housing Needs Study is nearing completion.  Recently, 

you should have gotten a copy of a òDear Tribal Leaderó letter sent to all affected tribes 

about the upcoming release of the Draft Tribal Housing Needs study, which will come 

out in early July.  There will be an ability to comment in person around July 20 and writ-

ten comments will be accepted through August 23rd.  HUDõs Division of Policy Develop-

ment and Research will then incorporate the comments received and include considera-

tion of them when it releases the Final Tribal Needs Study.   

 

           In the last couple of months, I have been working on hiring new staff so that EWONAP has the ability to properly carry out 

its duties, in assisting Tribes with improving housing conditions.  The Eastern Woodlands ONAP office is in the process of com-

pleting the hiring process to fill four full time positions or Full Time  Employees 

[FTEs].  These include a new Director of Grantõs Evaluation, Administrative Advisor, a 

Grants Evaluation Specialist, and Grants Management Specialist.  As some of you 

know, Mary White, a long standing GM Specialist, was promoted to Lead GM Special-

ist.   The hiring of new staff will once again mean that our office will eventually have to 

readjust the workload so that the work distribution between staff is evenly distributed.  

While that is months away, this may mean that your TDHE or Tribal Department may 

be reassigned to newer staff in the future.   I understand that you have likely reached a 

good working relationship with the EWOANP staff currently responsible for your IHP, 

APR or audit.  However, change is inevitable and we will try not to disturb existing assignments as much as possible.  We thank 

you for your patience as we work through this process.       

  

       Mark Butterfield, EWONAP Administrator 
                                                                                                                                                           The house above is a typical Poarch Creek Duplex  

 

       

G r e e t i n g s  f r o m  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  c o n t i n u e d  
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HUD PROPOSES NEW FORMULA FOR INDIAN        

HOUSING BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM  

Proposed formula the result of three-year negotiated rulemaking 

 

 

WASHINGTON ð On May 31, 2016, After three years of negotiation with federally and state recognized tribes across 

the country, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) today proposed a new formula to be used to allo-

cate funds through the Departmentõs Indian Housing Block Grant (IHBG) Program.  Read HUDõs proposed rule. 

The Native American Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Act of 1996 (NAHASDA) requires HUD to update IHBGõs for-
mula periodically through a negotiated rulemaking process with grant recipients.  HUD negotiated the proposed rule with active 
tribal participation and using the procedures of the Negotiated Rulemaking Act of 1990.  As a result of this process, and after a year-
long study of potential data sources to be used in this formula, the Negotiated Rulemaking Committee succeeded in reaching 
consensus on most issues that were discussed.  The proposed rule announced today reflects HUDõs decisions for both consensus 
and non-consensus issues, with the intention of improving and clarifying the current regulations. The notice calls for comments 
to be submitted by August 1, 2016. 

 
The IHBG Program is the single largest source of affordable housing assistance in Native American communities. Over the 

life of the program, recipients built or acquired nearly 37,000 affordable homes and have rehabilitated more than 77,000 others. 
 
The IHBG allocations are distributed each year to eligible Indian tribes or their tribally designated housing entities for a 

range of affordable housing activities. Through the program, HUD provides federal housing assistance for Indian tribes in a man-
ner that recognizes the right of Indian self-determination and tribal self-government.  In February, HUD announced more than 
$660 million in grant allocations to 587 Native American tribes in 35 states for fiscal year 2016. The funds benefit low-income 
families living on Indian reservations. 

Eligible activities for the funds include housing development, assistance to housing developed under the Indian Housing 
Program of the 1937 Housing Act, housing services to eligible families and individuals, housing management services, crime pre-
vention and safety, and HUD-approved model activities that provide creative approaches to solving affordable housing problems. 
The block grant approach to housing was enabled by the Native American Housing Assistance and Self Determination Act of 
1996 (NAHASDA.) 

 

###  

HUD's mission is to create strong, sustainable, inclusive communities and quality affordable homes for all. 
More information about HUD and its programs is available on the Internet 

at www.hud.gov and http://espanol.hud.gov.  

I n d i a n  c o u n t ry  N e w s  

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-05-31/pdf/2016-12596.pdf
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/public_indian_housing/ih/grants/ihbg
http://www.hud.gov/
http://espanol.hud.gov/
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Santo Domingo Pueblo Begins Housing Project Construction 
 

SANTO DOMINGO PUEBLO, N.M. (AP) ð A Santo Domingo Pueblo housing project is intended to 

keep the Native American community connected with tradition while linking commuters to trains. 

Homes will be constructed opposite the New Mexico Rail Runner station, the Santa Fe New Mexican 

reported. Residents who work or go to school outside the community take the trains to Albuquerque 

and Santa Fe. Four years of planning and funding from at least a dozen groups helped the Santo Domin-

go Housing Authority break ground on the project last week with a Kewa prayer and spiritual offering. 

 

A path stretching 1.5 miles will connect the village with the train station and Santo Domingo Trading 

Post, where tribal art will be displayed. The trading post is scheduled to open this summer after a $1.5 

million renovation. 

 

òWe grew up having the trading post,ó said Paul Coriz, who remembers his family buying or bartering for dry goods, moccasins and 

food. òIt was our Wal-Mart.ó   Coriz said marketing the pueblo is important to attracting visitors. òItõs going to be a challenge to bring in 

people from other areas who want to see the trading post,ó Coriz said. òWe need to get together so people can find out there is a way to 

see our work here.ó 

 

Librarian and tribal housing council member Cynthia Aguilar says the renovation will help the tribe, which does not operate casinos, 

sustain itself. She remembers her grandfather saying that at first, casinos òprosper, but money comes and goes. It wonõt stick to your 

hand.ó  

òIõm proud of our tribal members,ó she said. òTheyõve started their own businesses, and itõs sustainable. Weõre resilient and self-

sufficient without gaming.ó 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

http://nativetimes.com/index.php/news/tribal/13184-santo-domingo-pueblo-begins-housing-project-construction 

I n d i a n  c o u n t ry  N e w s  
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                      U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT                                                                                                         

WASHINGTON, DC 20410-5000  

May 31, 2016 

OFFICE OF PUBLIC AND INDIAN HOUSING  

SUBJECT:  TRIBAL CONSULTATION ñ PROPOSED RULE TO REVISE THE INDIAN HOUSING BLOCK 

GRANT FORMULA 

Dear Tribal Leader: 

Please take note of the Federal Register notice of proposed rulemaking FR-5650-P-121, published on May 

31, 2016. The notice calls for comments to be submitted by August 1, 2016, on proposed revisions to the Indian 

Housing Block Grant (IHBG) allocation formula. The Department will consider all timely public comments before 

proceeding with issuing a final rule. The proposed rule can also be accessed at this web address: https://

www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-05-31/pdf/2016-12596.pdf. Public comments can be made at this address: 

haps://www.regulations.gov/#!docketDetail;D=HUD-2016-0054.  

The proposed rule would revise the IHBG allocation formula authorized by section 302 of the Native Ameri-

can Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Act of 1996, as amended (NAHASDA). Through the IHBG program, 

HUD provides federal housing assistance for Indian tribes in a manner that recognizes the right of Indian self-

determination and tribal self-government. 

HUD negotiated the proposed rule with active tribal participation using the procedures of the Negotiated 

Rulemaking Act of 1990. The Negotiated Rulemaking Committee succeeded in reaching consensus on most issues that 

were discussed; the proposed rule reflects HUD's decisions for both consensus and non-consensus issues, with the 

intention of improving and clarifying the current regulations. 

The notice provides background on the development of revisions, and has detailed instructions on how to 

submit comments electronically or by mail. HUD values your opinion and feedback as a tribal leader.  

Thank you for your continued partnership and collaboration in the delivery of HUD's housing programs. 

 

###                                                                                                                              
HUD's mission is to create strong, sustainable, inclusive communities and quality affordable homes for all.  

More information about HUD and its programs is available on the Internet 
at www.hud.gov and http://espanol.hud.gov 

 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

WASHINGTON, DC 20410-5000 
E WO N A P  R e g i o n a l  N e w s  

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-05-31/pdf/2016-12596.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-05-31/pdf/2016-12596.pdf
http://www.regulations.gov/#!docketDetail;D=HUD-2016-0054.
http://www.hud.gov/
http://espanol.hud.gov/
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Washington and North Dakota Tribes Join                                          
Federal Promise Zone Program  

 
      The Spokane Tribe of Washington and the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians in North Dakota are part of the third 

and final round of an initiative that President Barack Obama 
launched in 2014. The two tribes will work closely with the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development, the Department of Agri-
culture and other federal agencies to address economic develop-
ment, employment and other needs on their reservations and trust 
lands.  

"We believe that a ZIP code should never limit the hopes that fami-
lies have for themselves or for their children," HUD Secretary Julian 
Castro said on a conference call with reporters on June 6, 2016.  
 

"This effort is all inclusive," added USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack. "The President was insistent on making sure that rural and 
tribal areas receive attention from the Promise Zone effort."  
 

According to the White House, nearly one-third of the Spokane Tribe is suffering from poverty and 25 percent lack steady em-

ployment. The Promise Zone will help the tribe create jobs through investments in renewable energy, housing construction and 

technology centers. The tribe also plans to reduce crime by updating its law and order code and by implementing a community 

policing strategy, the White House said. 

 

 

   Members of the Spokane Tribe                                                                  Members of the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians Tribe 

I n d i a n  c o u n t ry  N e w s  

http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/economicdevelopment/programs/pz
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://www.spokanetribe.com/
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://tmbci.org/
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/president-obama
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://www.usda.gov/
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://www.usda.gov/
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/about/principal_staff/secretary_castro
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/about/principal_staff/secretary_castro
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://www.usda.gov/bios_vilsack.xml
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/06/06/obama-administration-announces-final-round-promise-zone-designations
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/documents/huddoc?id=SpokanePrmsZneFC.pdf
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://tmbci.org/
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                      U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT                                                                                                         

WASHINGTON, DC 20410-5000  

June 23, 2016 

OFFICE OF PUBLIC AND INDIAN HOUSING  

SUBJECT:  REQUESTING TRIBAL FEEDBACK on a Proposed Increase to the Annual Premium for the  

  Indian Housing Loan Guarantee Program 

Dear Tribal Leader: 

The Department requests your comments on a proposal to increase the annual fee that borrowers must pay to 

participate in the Indian Housing Loan Guarantee program, also known as the Section 184 program. The Section 184 

program is HUD's home mortgage guarantee specifically designed for American Indian and Alaska Native families, 

Indian tribes, Alaska Villages, and Tribally Designated Housing Entities (TDHEs). These loans can be used, both on 

and off native lands, for new construction, rehabilitation, purchase of an existing home, or refinance. 

The program is funded by money appropriated by Congress, as well as by premiums (fees) paid by the bor-

rowers who benefit from the program. The 2013 Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropriations Act (Public 

Law 113-6, approved March 26, 2013) amended section 184(d) of the Housing and Community Development Act of 

1992 to establish and collect annual premium payments in an amount not exceeding one percent of the remaining 

guaranteed balance (excluding the 1.5 percent, one-time fee collected when the guarantee is issued). The premiums 

paid by borrowers increase or decrease slightly each year to reflect the actual risks associated with the program's 

mortgage loan portfolio. 

In recent years, rapidly growing demand and more loan defaults have led to an increased overall risk for the 
program. Increased risk increases the cost to operate the program, and to continue to provide for the increasing de-
mand, HUD must consider increasing the annual premium charged to the borrowers. 

Currently, the annual fee, or premium, is .0015 percent of the unpaid loan balance, and is assessed until the 
unpaid principal balance, (excluding the one-time loan guarantee fee), reaches 78 percent of the lower of the initial 
sales price, or the appraised value based on the initial amortization schedule. A borrower with a balance of $177,000 
now pays about $21.71 each month to cover this fee. 

At this time, HUD is considering raising the annual premium to .0025 percent. The increase would apply to 
all new loan guarantees, including refinances. This increase would mean that a borrower with a $177,000 loan could 

expect to see his or her monthly payment increase by about $14.47, for a total monthly fee of approximately 

$36.18. 

 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

WASHINGTON, DC 20410-5000 
E WO N A P  R e g i o n a l  N e w s  
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(Section 184 letter Continued ) 

Without a premium increase, HUD may be forced to temporarily limit loan issuance to certain categories 
or even cease all new loan activity for several months in fiscal year 2016. 

These full or partial suspensions of program activity, even if temporary, could cause lenders to lose confidence in 

the program's stability and create real hardship for potential Indian borrowers. 

HUD values your opinions as a tribal leader with an interest in and knowledge of Indian 

housing issues. Please submit your comments on this proposal within 30 days of the date of this letter to: 

Tom Wright, Office of Loan Guarantee  

Office of Native American Programs, HUD  

451 Seventh St., SW, Room 5143 

Washington, DC 20410 

Or by e-mail to Section184Consultation@hud.gov. 

Thank you for taking the time to consider this important issue. 

Tribal Housing Needs Study  

 EWONAP will host a Video Teleconference [VTC] presentation by the Urban In-

stitute regarding a basic overview of the Draft Tribal Housing Needs Assessment for  

Tribal and TDHE officials on July 20, 2016  at 3:00pmñ5:00pm EST ( 2 to 4 pm CST) in a 

room to be announced.  The draft report of findings will be distributed to tribal lead-

ers about two weeks before the presentation and there will be an open comment peri-

od through August 23, 2016.   

 The VTC will be hosted by ONAP on the 25th floor of the HUD building in Chi-

cago, 77 West Jackson Blvd.   A teleconference number and more details are expected 

to be announced at a later date.   

 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

WASHINGTON, DC 20410-5000 

E WO N A P  R e g i o n a l  N e w s  

mailto:Section184Consultation@hud.gov
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Supreme Court Won't Hear Long-Running                                                                          
Seneca Nation Casino Case 

              

     The Seneca Nation of New York can rest easy now that the U.S. Supreme Court has put an end to a 
long-running dispute over one of the tribe's casinos. Without comment, the justices on May 30, 2016 
rejected a petition in Citizens Against Casino Gambling in Erie County v. Chaudhuri. That means a lower 
court decision in favor of the Seneca Buffalo Creek Casino in downtown Buffalo will stand.  

The facility is located on land that was acquired in connection with the Seneca Nation Settlement Act of 
1990. Opponents long claimed that the site does not qualify under the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act.  

The 2nd Circuit Court of Appeals concluded otherwise last September. The tribe's land is held in 

"restricted fee" status so IGRA's general prohibition against gaming on lands placed "in trust" after 1988 does not apply, the 

unanimous decision stated. 

      The tribe was not a party to the case -- casino opponent sued the National Indian Gaming Commission. But the Supreme 
Court's refusal to hear the dispute puts to rest any lingering doubts about the Buffalo facility, which is undergoing a $40 million 
expansion. Historically, gaming cases rarely make it to the high court. The last decision that directly addressed IGRA was Michi-
gan v. Bay Mills Indian Community from May 2014. Before that was Chickasaw Nation v. US in 2001. Still, the Seneca case arose 
during unusual circumstances. The passing of Antonin Scalia has left the court with eight members and the petition was listed for 
consideration three times before the justices took action on Monday. In addition to the facility in Buffalo, the tribe operates the 
Seneca Niagara Resort and Casino on land that was acquired in connection with its settlement act. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seneca Nation President Maurice A. John Sr. and Buffalo Mayor Byron Brown, center, sign the last steel beam that's                                           

part of a $40 million expansion of the Seneca Buffalo Creek Casino in Buffalo, NY 
 

Article by Indianz.Com. Which is a product of Noble Savage Media, LLC and Ho-Chunk, Inc. 

E WO N A P  R e g i o n a l  N e w s  

http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=https://sni.org/
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://www.supremecourt.gov/
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://www.supremecourt.gov/orders/courtorders/053116zor_8m59.pdf
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://sct.narf.org/caseindexes/citizens_erie_v_chaudhuri.html
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://www.senecacasinos.com/
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d101:h.r.05367:
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Gaming_Regulatory_Act
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://www.ca2.uscourts.gov/
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://www.nigc.gov/
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://sct.narf.org/caseindexes/michiganvbaymills.html
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://sct.narf.org/caseindexes/michiganvbaymills.html
http://www.indianz.com/IndianGaming/2014/05/27/supreme-court-backs-bay-mills.asp
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://www.indianz.com/News/show.asp?ID=mm01/11282001-1
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonin_Scalia
http://www.indianz.com/m.asp?url=http://www.senecaniagaracasino.com/
http://www.indianz.com/my.asp?url=http://www.hochunkinc.com/

